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HAMLET. Do you see yonder cloud that’s almost in shape of a camel?
POLONIUS. By the mass, and ’tis like a camel, indeed.

HAMLET. Methinks it is like a weasel.

POLONIUS. It is backed like a weasel.

HAMLET. Or like a whale?

POLONIUS. Very like a whale.

—William Shakespeare (Hamlet, Act I1I, Scene 2)
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General performance notes

« strings should play non-vibrato throughout the piece.
 strings should use mutes throughout.
o the overall dynamic level of the piece is always very soft.

o the piano’s sustain pedal should be held down throughout the piece. Some instruments and acoustic spaces might call for half
pedalling, at the discretion of the performer. The performer may also lift and reapply the pedal from time to time if the sonority
gets overly mushy, but this should be done sparingly, if at all.

Durata: ca. 38°00”
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